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View from outside Cooperative Funeralcare showing wider pavements,  
parking bays and cycle lane.
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View from the  bus stop outside the Longfield Centre (nr Istanbul Grill) 
across to Warwick St.

1A

View from outside Cooperative Funeralcare showing parking bays and 
bus/cycle lane.
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Proposal 2 – with bus lane	

  Road changes for both proposals 

Prestwich High Street 

On-Street Parking Bays

Would provide improved parking provision 
with permanent parking bays which can 
be used at all times of day.  Vehicles will 
no longer park in the main carriageway 
which will help to reduce congestion and 
also improve customer access. Parking 
Restriction of 1 hour – no return within 1 
hour will apply. 

Proposal 1 – without bus lane	
Single lane traffic with wider pavements, permanent parking bays, new bus lay-bys, bus stop relocation, dedicated cycle lanes and improved public realm.

Narrower pavements than Proposal 1 to allow space for a northbound (towards M60) peak time combined bus and cycle lane.

Bus stop relocation	
The bus stop currently outside 491 Bury New Road 
(Ellie Magpie) will be combined with the bus stop 
at 463 Bury New Road (NatWest). Moving the bus 
stop away from the junction of Fairfax Road will 
improve traffic flow.

View from the bus stop outside the Longfield Centre (nr Istanbul Grill) 
across to Warwick St.

Wider pavements and 
improved pedestrian 
environment 	
Pavements on the west side of the high street  
are only slightly wider than existing widths to 
allow for a dedicated bus/cycle lane.  

Bus lay-bys	
Buses pulling into lay-bys improves traffic flow 
and makes it easier for passengers to get on 
and off buses.

Pavements extended at 
key crossing points	
Extending the pavement to reduce road width 
at key locations makes it easier and safer for 
pedestrians to cross the road.

Permanent parking bays	
Vehicles will be able to park for up to one 
hour at any time of day (no return within one 
hour) in permanent parking bays. Parking in 
the carriageway will not be allowed - reducing 
congestion and improving customer access. 

Single lane running 	
Sections of The A56 currently has two-lanes of 
traffic running in both directions. When vehicles 
park on the inside lane, it blocks traffic, causes lane-
swapping and adds to congestion. Single lane traffic 
which is clear of parked vehicles (from junction of 
Bury New Road/St Mary’s Close (Prestwich Church 
Institute) to junction of Fairfax Road/Chester Street) 
will keep traffic moving and ease congestion.

Dedicated cycle lanes	
Dedicated cycle lanes improve facilities 
for cyclists in both directions. Cycle lanes 
will run southbound (towards Manchester) 
from Fairfax Road to St Marys Close, and 
northbound (towards M60) from Church 
Lane to Chester Street.

Bus lay-bys	
There will be a bus lay-by on the southbound 
carriage way (towards Manchester) only.

Permanent parking bays	
Permanent parking bays will be on the southbound 
carriageway only (towards Manchester) with limited 
waiting of one hour (no return within one hour). 

Permanent parking bays on both sides of the road is 
not an option because of the shared northbound 
bus/cycle lane. 

Shared northbound bus/cycle 
lane (towards M60)  	
A shared bus/cycle lane would operate from 7–10am 
and 4–7pm in the northbound carriageway only. 
The shared lane would run from Chapel Street to 
Clifton Road. When the bus/cycle lane is not in 
operation, on-street parking with the potential of 
affecting traffic flow will be allowed with limited 
waiting of one hour (no return within one hour).

There would be short sections of dedicated cycle 
lane before and after the shared bus/cycle lane.  
A cycle lane would also run between the Red Lion 
and St Mary’s Close on the southbound carriageway.

Closure of Warwick Street 
junction	
This closure will reduce hold-ups on Bury New 
Road by stopping traffic turning onto Warwick 
Street. It also allows for the construction of a new 
bus lay-by (outside NatWest).

One way system along 
Clifton Road 	
A one way system will streamline traffic flows along 
Clifton Road/Bury New Road while retaining vehicle 
access for residents. Access onto Bury New Road 
will be via Chester Street.

With one way traffic, the double yellow lines along 
one side of Clifton Road could be removed to create 
additional parking. Short stay parking places would 
also be put in place with limited waiting of up to 
one hour (no return within one hour).

BACKGROUND 	

After working with the community, stakeholders, Prestwich Local Area Partnership and local  

developers, Bury Council approved the Prestwich Regeneration Strategy in July  2009.

THE VISION 	

The strategy includes a shared vision:

“Prestwich will be centred on a lively high street, 
full of independent retailers, where traffic adds to the 
vitality of the town centre and the street scene rather 
than dominating the environment.”

WHY MAKE CHANGES?	

The strategy identified that the improvement of Bury New Road would help to regenerate the high  

street and the wider Prestwich area/town centre. Key issues:

•	 �Narrow pavements and dominant traffic are detracting from the overall shopping experience

•	 �The layout of the busy road acts as a barrier and makes it difficult for pedestrians to move 
around or cross the road

•	� Poor overall environment

•	� Traffic congestion

•	� Parking in the carriageways causes traffic congestion

WHERE ARE WE NOW? 	

Prestwich Regeneration Strategy proposed several options for improving Bury New Road. With the  

help of the Prestwich Local Area Partnership, Township Regeneration Group and the A56 Design  

Group, Bury Council has taken those options and developed them further.

The aim is to deliver a scheme to:

•	 Improve the town centre environment for all

•	 Improve pedestrian movement and accessibility

•	 Support local businesses

•	 Attract additional public and private investment

•	 Reduce the impact of traffic while maintaining traffic flow

To achieve these aims, it is not physically feasible to have two lanes running both directions due to  

the width of the road.

The budget for improving Prestwich town centre is £2 million. Bury Council is providing £1.5 million  

and securing a further £500,000 from Transport for Greater Manchester.  

HAVE YOUR SAY	  

There are a range of features in the two proposals opposite. We are asking residents, businesses and 

stakeholders to feedback and share their views.
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View from outside The Red Lion across to Church Lane and along 
Prestwich High St.

Improved environment 	
Planting trees, new street furniture, better 
lighting, upgraded paving and seating will 
redefine pedestrian areas and improve the on-
street environment.

Wider pavements 	
Wider pavements on both sides of the road  
(east and west) improve pedestrian access  
and encourage shoppers to browse. The blue  
dotted lines show the current pavement kerb. 

 A  PLAN FOR

www.bury.gov.uk/prestwichhighst
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